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From  the  files  of  the 
Lincoln  Financial  Foundation  Collection 


ooD  Art  Products  Company 


ART    IN  WOOD 

1744  North  Damen  Avenue 

Chicago 


June  24,  1933 


Brunswick 


•1515 


Lincoln  national  Life  Insurance  Co., 

i'ort  'Jayne ,  Indiana.  Attn:  becratary. 

Gentlemen:  - 


We  are  attaching  hereto  two  outs  of  v^ood  carvings 
which  we  have  made  of  Ahraham  Lincoln,  one  in  the  form  of  a 
letter  ojjener  10-|-"  long,  and  the  other  an  oval  plaque  ll"xl3", 
i^hese  are  attractive  pieces,  finished  in  two-tone  sepia,  and 
the  thought  has  occurred  to  us  that  v/e  might  interest  you  in 
one  of  them.      i'he  plaque  might  be  used  as  a  gift  for  hanging 
in  the  offices  of  your  general  agents;  or  the  other  might  he 
useful  to  your  agents  in  the  solicitation  of  business. 

i'he  prices  are  i^'.O.B.  Chicago,  on  the  letter  open- 
ers .,^46.00  per  gross,  and  on  tne  plagues  ^^15, 60  per  dozen. 

We  have  just  delivered  to  the  American  Institute  of 
B&nking  900  of  our  carvings  of  the  tov/er  end  of  the  Hall  of 
wcience  Building  at  a  '^entury  of  Progress  for  gifts  to  the 
ladies  attending  their  convention  here  v/ith  their  husbands. 
The   carving  v/as  something  different  in  the  way  of  a  souvenir 
and  has  been  a  great  success. 

We  are  hopeful  of  interesting  you  in  our  carvings. 


I  A  l;  V  I  II  wool)  A  K  I    r  l<  o  I)  II  I.  I  In 


(    II  I  I    AM  ) 


I  A  l<  V  I  h  W  OO  h  A  l<  I    l'\<  <>  (J  IJ  C  I  S    I  H 


C  H  I  C  A  0  0 


No   22      SAN  JUAN  CAPISTRANO  MISSION 

SIZE    la'-.'XiS"  SEPIA  FINISH 


No.  23  LETTER  OPENERS 

LENGTH    \OV-"   (APPROX.i         FINISH-SEPIA  AND  COLORS 


No  25      SHOE  TRAY— For  Ashes  or  Other  Purposes 

SIZE   2'  j"H  X  4'/L-"L  X  2'/i"W  SEPIA  FINISH 


No.  26  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN 

SIZE    11X13"        FINISH-SEPIA    AND  SILVER 


The  illustrations  herein  give  a  general  idea  of 
the  possibilities  of  accomplishment  in  'relief  and 
other  types  of  wood  carving.  no  photograph, 
however,  can  show  the  real  perspective  and  beauty 
of  carvings.  there  is  an  individuality  and  mel. 
lowness  in  wood  which  can  never  be  found  in 
moulded  pieces  which  are  so  common  today. 

The  FINISHES  ARE  PERMANENT.  IN  COLORS  AND  TwO. 
TONE  SEPIA  AS  INDICATED  UNDER  EACH  ILLUSTRATION. 
AND  THESE  CARVINGS  WILL  ADD  RICHNESS  AND  BEAUTY 
TO  THE  HOME  AND  OFFICE.  IN  APPLYING  THE  FINISH- 
ING MATERIAL  CARE  HAS  BEEN  EXERCISED  SO  AS  NOT 
TO  DESTROY  MORE  OF  THE  GRAIN  OF  THE  WOOD  THAN 
ABSOLUTELY  NECESSARY.  AND  EVEN  A  CASUAL  EXAM- 
INATION  WILL  READILY  DISCLOSE  THAT  THEY  ARE  WOOD 
CARVI  NGS. 

So  FAR  AS  WE  KNOW  WE  ARE  THE  ONLY  PRODUCERS  OF 
THIS  TYPE  OF  ART  IN  THIS  COUNTRY.  AND  AT  PRICES 
WITHIN  REACH  OF  ALL.  ALL  SCENES  SHOWN  ARE  ACTUAL 
REPRODUCTIONS.  AND  THE  ECCLESIASTICAL  PIECES  ARE 
REPRODUCTIONS  OF  FAMOUS  PAINTINGS. 

We  are  SPECIALISTS  IN  WOOD  CARVING.  AND  ARE  PRE. 

pared  to  carve  special  pieces  singly  or  in  quan. 
tity  ranging  in  length  from  three  to  sixty  inches. 
Prices  on  special  carvings  will  be  gladly  given 
UPON  receipt  of  photograph,  sketch  or  sample. 

WITH  SIZE  given  OF  THE  SUBJECT  TO  BE  REPRODUCED. 

Special  discounts  to  dealers  and  quantity  users. 


No.  24  BOOK  MARKERS 

LENGTH   4'4"  FINISH-SEPIA   AND  COLORS 


Carved  Wood  Art  products.  Inc. 

1744  NORTH  DAMEN  AVENUE 
CHICAGO.  ILLINOIS 


CARVED  WOOD  ART  PRODUCTS,   Inc.    -         -   CHICAGO  CARVED  WOOD  ART  PRODUCTS,   Inc.    ■  -      -  CHICAGO 


No.  8  A  COZY  BUNGALOW 

SIZE    1SVjX24"  SEPIA  FINISH 


NO   6      HALF  DOME  ROCK-YOSEM ITE  VALLEY  No   9  A  FLORIDA  HOME  SCENE 

SIZE  X17^-^"  SEPIA   FINISH  SIZE   13^^4X18"  SEPIA  FINISH 


Jxxi^  1,  1933 


Mr.  J.  X.  Sfirgftent 

1744  Korth  BBsaen  ATenoe 
Qbicego^  Illlnjols 
Dear  Sir: 

Will  you  kindly  send  us  e  Sffispla  of  year 

plAtps  £zid  paper  cutter  then  wa  will  knov  tetter 
wbetber  or  not  we  could  use  soy  of  them.        will  be 
pXessed  to  remit  fur  the  s^si^Xes  if  we  do  not  C£.re  to 
«e(^ire  eny  in  lexger  lots. 

"i^ery  sincserely  yours. 


UMtm 


Director 

Lincoln  Historical  iiesefLTch  iToundation 


HLART  WOOD  CARVING  SHOP 

DESIGNERS  and  CREATORS  of 
DISTINCTIVE  WOOD  CARVINGS 

1744  NORTH  DAMEN  AVENUE  -       TELEPHONE  BRUNSWICK  1515 

CHICAGO 

July  6,  19^3. 


iylr,  Louis  A.  Warren,  Director, 

Lincoln  Historical  Researcii  foundation, 

j'ort  ./ayne ,  Indiana. 

Lear  i>ir:- 

\7e  have  your  letter  of  July  1st. 

We  will  have  out  next  vjQek  a  new  carving  of  jjincoln 
and  at  that  time  v^^e  shall  be  very  glaa  to  sena  you  samples  as 
you  request.      With  the  new  piece  there  v.ill  be  three  from  v/hich 
you  can  choose,  and  v/e  are  hopeful  that  you  will  find  tiiem  suit- 
able for  some  specific  purpose. 

Very  truly  yours , 


Wood  Art  Products  Company 

AHT    IN  WOOD 

1744  North  Damln  AviiNue 

TptirpHONr 

Chicago  b«uniwick 
July  20,  192b. 


Ivir,  Louis  A.  Warren,  Director, 

Lincoln  Historical  Research  i'oundation, 

H'OTt  V/ayne  ,  I nd i alia . 

Dear  iiir:- 

In  connection  with  x->2:eviou6  correspondence,  v.e  are 
sending  to  you  by  parcel  post  three  carvings  of  Lincoln,  as 
follows : 

1  Oval  Lincoln  head  plaque, 

1  Lincoln  head-log  cabin  carving, 

1  Lincoln  letter  opener. 

After  you  have  had  an  opportunity  to  examine  these 
carvings,  if  you  find  that  you  can  use  all  ox  them,  or  any  one, 
in  quantities  and  v/ill  advise  v^^hat  the  quantities  are  v/e  shall 
.be  glad  to  quote  you  special  x^rices  covering  such  quantities, 

V/e  appreciate  the  interest  you  have  sho\/n  in  the  mat- 
ter thus  far,  and  we  hope  to  be  able  to  serve  you  further. 


ours , 


P,S:-    We  are  also  enclosixig  a  folder  illustrating  other  wood 
carvings  in  our  regular  line. 


Aof^at  1,  1933 


Mr,  J«  1.  Sar^ant 

Wood  Art  Prodiacts  Company 
1744  Sorth  Dajnen  Aveims 
Chicago,  Illinois 

Thaaak  joti  very  wucIj  for  eulnlttlnff  tli® 
T/incoln  items  imt  I  do  not  «•«        way  Just  now  that  «• 
oonid  tulo  those  In  miantitlte. 

If  yon  will  bill  us  for  the  tamplet,  how»w»r, 

wa  wmill  ba  pleased  to  fc»ep  theai  In  ovr  musflrajn  har«  and  If 
at  any  future  date  *«  feol  that      can  distribute  soma  of 
to  adviaitage,  w«  would  be  ploasod  to  advlso  yofu, 

^s  alao  liave  a  aalas  departi:;ont  connaeted 
with  our  'r;'3issuni  and  dlatrlbutt  some  few  Itams  to  tourists 
who  coma  har^^  thrtftt#i  this  departraont, 

Eladly  advise  us  when  you  sanrl  ua  the  bill 
for  the  s-aiaples  how  ^moh  thoy  will  03  in  lota  of  om  i.ossn. 

Vary  sincerely  yours. 


Dlr actor 

LAWjAAM  Lincoln  Hiatortcal  Hasorjroh  foundation 


Wood  Art  Products  Company 


ART    IN  WOOD 
1744  North  Damhn  Avenue 

'TeiepHONi!  /  ,c,c 

Chicago  bruniwickJ'*'* 


August  7,  19b3, 


Mr.  Louis  A,  V/arren,  Director, 

Lincoln  Historical  He  search  li'oundati  on, 

i'ort  ./ayne ,  Indiana. 

Dear  Mr ,'k/arren: - 


Vifa  have  your  letter  of  August  1st,  ana  are  en- 
herewith  an  invoice  in  the  amount  of  ^Z,2)b  covering  the 
three  Lincoln  wood  carvings  sent  to  you  some  fev;  days  ago. 


closing 


While  we  are  sorry  that  you  cannot  at  this  time 
use  these  pieces  in  large  quantities,  we  are  appreciative  of  your 
keeping  these  in  your  museum. 


AS 

make  them  the  same 
i;p6,00  and  v4.S0. 

this  time  to  take  on  a 
name  you  prices  as  follows,  oelievin^ 
market  for  them  v/ith  tourists; 


to  the  prices  in  dozen  lots  we  would  have  to 
as  sho\m  on  the  attached  invoice,  namely  ylS.OO, 
However,  if  you  could  see  your  way  clear  at 

little  larger  quantity  we  would  be  glad  to 

that  you  will  find  a  ready 


Lincoln  Head  Oval  i'laqua 
Lincoln-Log  Cahin  " 
Lincoln  Letter  Opener 


24 
48 
72 


to 


1.00 
.20 
•  25 


each 

IT 


l;7e  axopreciate  very  much  ,  the 
give  to  our  products  and  sincerely  hope  that 
serve  you  further. 


consideration  you  have 
we  may  "be  ah  Is  to 


Ver v\  truly  yours  , 


Carves  Lincoln  Statue  ,i 
From  Walnut  Rail  Tie 

EZRA.  111. -lU. P.)— With  a  pocket 
knife  and  pieces  of  broken  glass, 
Fred  Vlyera.  25  years  old,  has  carved 
»  BUtuette  of  Abraham  Lincoln  from 
a  -walnut  railroad  Ue.  He  worked 
ten  months  on  it.  ,  >■'" 


IN  KENTUCKY  the  memory  of 
Lincoln  is  still  strong.  Wherever 
one  goes  one  sees  pictures  of  the 
martyred     President     in  lowly 
cabms.     Every    school    has  his 
likeness  in  picture  form  on  class- 
room walls.    At  the  right  is  a 
wood  carving  by  L.  E.  Ashbrook 
"Kentucky  Whittler"  living  near 
Lexington,  Kentucky,  of  Lincoln 
vho  IS  often  a  subject  of  artists' 


^  H  £     TWA  li  I  v.     LIN  C  li  L  N 

Folycliruined  Teakuood  Carving 
Carved  in  1931  by  Warren  Wheelock 

Percy  Rainford  Pliotv 

I  have  in  process  of  creation  another  Lincohi  en- 
tirely different  from  the  192l-19;i(>-19;U  editions; 
which  goes  to  show  that  a  sculptor's  work  is  never 
done  when  the  eubiect  is  Lincohi. 


T  H  £ 
T  H  K  f  f 
L  I  N    U  L  l\  a 

If  ritten  by  Warren  Wheelock 

Lincohi  has  heen  one  of  niy  heroes  as  long  as  I  can 
reiiieniher.  I  had  read  a  great  deal  aliout  him  and 
made  numerous  realistic  studies  in  oil  paint — black 
and  white  and  plasteleiie — from  existing  portraits, 
over  many  years.  1  knew  so  thoroughly  what  kind  of 
man  he  was  and  how  he  looked  that  I  had  a  subjec- 
tive portrait  of  him.  I  knew  his  qualities,  his  exalted 
spirit,  his  humanity,  his  humor.  I  felt  I  knew  him. 

I  set  out  in  the  first  carving  (in  1924)  to  make  an 
unconventional  new  form  of  Lincoln  that  would  be 
expressive  of  some  of  these  qualities — an  architec- 
tonic Lincoln. 

The  distortions,  elongations,  exaggerations  were  all 
deliberately  used  to  create  an  unrealistic  Lincoln — a 
sort  of  symbol  of  the  man.  Whatever  realisms  crept  . 
in  are  there  for  want  of  invented  forms  to  take  their 
places. 

The  forehead  is  like  a  dome  set  off  by  an  unreal- 
istic form  which  unites  hair,  ears  and  cheek  bones,  , 
which  surrounds  the  head  like  a  halo.  The  exagger- 
ated concavity  on  either  side  of  the  nose  also  helps  to  i 
throw  the  brow  into  strong  relief.  These  inventions,  , 
with  the  solid  chin  set  on  a  spindly  neck,  are  intended  I 
to  create  tlie  impression  of  an  exalted  personality.  , 
All  the  attention  is  focused  on  the  head. 

The  hands,  especially  the  one  holding  the  lapel,  I, 
are  characteristic  but  are  only  window-dressing  fori 
the  head.  The  head  is  larger  than  the  body  in  area,  i| 
seen  from  the  front.  The  face  has  a  humorous  touch  1 
given  it  by  the  treatment  of  the  mouth.  ^ 

The  Meditative  Lincoln,  made  in  1930,  is  much 
more  freely  expressed  than  the  Lincoln  of  192-1  and 
is  done  with  less  realism.  It  is  a  seated,  meditative, 
sad  Lincoln.  All  the  parts  of  the  body  are  accounted 
for,  though  styli/ed.  The  b'gs  are  static.  The  arms, 
body  and  clothing-  ^'oniprising  the  middle  section — 
flow,  curl  and  swirl;  setting  off  the  immovable,  serene 
head.  This  serenity  is  achieved  by  tlie  concave  form 
which  is  bounded  by  the  vertical  line  of  the  hat  and  ■ 
the  sharp  line  on  the  right — the  edge  of  a  form  which 
moves  around  to  the  back. 

The  use  of  the  shallow  concavities  in  which  the 
eyes  rest  help  to  express  this  meditative,  sad  mood. 
The  octagonal  base  is  a  part  of  the  block. 

The  Tragic  Lincoln  is  entirely  different  from  the 
others — much  more  realistic — though  the  forms  ol 
the  parts  are  somewhat  simplilied. 

This  is  a  shawl-clad  figure  walking  in  tiie  night, 
a  tragic  figure.  The  total  effect  of  the  carving  is  to 
give  the  sculpture  an  old-fashioned  appearance  a? 
though  it  had  been  made  in  the  Civil  War  period. 

The  grain  of  the  wood  of  the  figure  runs  verticall) 
— the  base  is  a  separate  piece  and  the  grain  run? 
horizontally.  The  statuette  is  fastened  to  the  base  by 
tenons,  one  on  the  bottom  of  each  foot.  These  tenonr 
engage  the  mortises  in  the  has*-  and  are  secured  b> 
screws  running  through  the  block  from  the  bottoir 
and  into  the  tenons  under  the  feet.  | 


f^ML  OEFARUtl^T 
ftelerred  to^  


HEC'DJUL  27  1938  G 

Answered  


July  29,  1938 


Mr,  Dennis  L-  KiyiEpatrlck 
ir^  Wast  First  Street 
Greengburg,  Indiana 

Dear  Mr.  Kiikpatricte; 


in  your  letter  of  J\ily  27  to  the  Lincoln  National 
Life  Insiirptnce  Company  you  quote  prices  or>  two  plaques  isiiich 
you  have  f>.vo liable  and  also  a  "bust  which  was  iiand  carved.  . 

Are  you  the  soulpto  of  these  pieces  or  have  they 
been  done  a  good  many  years  a^oT    "^at  is  the  o"ver  all  size 
of  the  huet? 


Yours  very  truly, 


MAC:3B 

U.  A.  Cook 


Librarian 


A»^8t  2,  1938 


Mr.  Dennis  L.  Klrkpatrldc 
134  West  Tirnt  Street 
dreen aburg*  Indiana 

Dear  Mr.  Kizkpatrlok: 

Uiank  yoa  very  tauch  for  your  further  Infomation 
about  the  Lincoln  bust  oanred  In  wood,  but  I  cannot  feel 
that  we  would  w1. th  to  acquire  It. 

lhank  you,  nevertheless,  for  the  infbxraatlon, 
and  you  will  please  find  enclosed  the  descriptive  article 
li^itria  you  forwarded. 

Very  truly  yours  i 


Snc.  'D 


Director 


MTHUR  SIEVING 
MAKES  LINCOLN 
W00D||R1/ING 


s9. 


Lincolniana  Studenf  Carves 

Statue  of  'Woodsplitter' 
>/  ./  ,  as  Hobby 

1  The  hobbifes  of  Arthur  G.  Sieving 
'36,  of  323  West  Cook  street,  have 
developed  almost  into  full-time  jobs. 
He  is  now  at  work  producing  a 
group  of  small  statuettes,  made  of 
planter  and  portraying  various 
comic  individ^als  of  ^ievlng's  own 
conception.  Several  of  the  figures 
are  almost  finished. 

He   carves   each   original  figure 
from  a  wood  block,  then  makes  a 
I  cast  with  liquod  rubber,  i^he  plaster 
poured  into  the  rubber  mold,  creates 
the  model  which  is  then  painted 

Sievmg  has  long  been  known'  as 
an  artist  with  a  pen,  but  seven 
yeais  ago  he  took  up  woodcarving 
as  a  pastime.  Since  then  he  has 
made  numerous  carvings,  most  of 
them  concerning  Abraliam  Uncoln 
Four  years  ago  he  made  a  set  of 
•carvings  which  he  sold  to  the  Ivan- 
hoe  club  of  Chicago  for  $350 

More  recently  he  has  become 
Known  for  his  ventriloquism.  Since 
.  he  carved  and  constiucted  -Harry 
O  Shea"  two  years  ago,  he  has  been 
m  almost  constant  demand  as  an 
entertamer  for  varous  public  and 
private  meetings.  On  several  oc- 
casions he  has  appeared  in  theaters 

As  a  student  of  Lincolniana.  he  i 
once  made  a  woodcarving  of  "The 
Railsplitter,"  which  is  housed  in  a 
glass  case  at  his  home.  The  figure 
shows  Lincoln  standing  with  his 
foot  on  a  log,  holding  a  book  in  one 
nand  and  an  axe  in  the  other  He 
also  has  collected  numerous  items 
of  interest  to  Lincoln  collectors 

Sieving's  grandfather.  Bernard 
Shutte,  who  built  the  house  in 
which  Sieving  now  lives,  attended 
Lincoln's  funeral.  Sieving  now  has 
a  sleeve  badge  worn  by  his  grand- 
father at  the  funeral. 


110 


THE  CHIC. 


Blacfe  Walnut  UncoXn  Statue 
Creates  Stir  at  Exposition 


(Picture  on  back  page.) 

Three  years  ago  Carl  Hallstham- 
mar    well-known    Chicago  wood 
sculptor  of  Swedish  descent,  visited 
Springfield  to  see  the  shrines  of  his 
favorite  hero,  Abraham  Lincoln.  He 
met  an  elderly  man  there  who  said 
that  as  a  boy  he  had  known  Lin- 
co?i.  From  a'story  told  by  the  old 
man  Mr.  Hallsthammar  got  an  idea. 
""The  result  of  that  idea,  is  now 
on  exhibition  at  the  Swedish  Club 
of  Chicago,   1258  North  La  falle 
street   It  is  a  life  size  statue,  m 
bS  walnut,  of  Abraham  Lincoln 
Standing  there,  almost  like  the  reai 
ITsencI  of  the  great  emancipator 

S^ittf^^h^^lsfsw^Mlric^n 

nhrsiorof  how. this  unusual 
statue  came  into  being  was  told 
foday  by  Mr.  Hallsthammar,  who 
maintains   a   studio   at   111  West 
Jackson  boulevard.    Severa  years 
ago  his  wood  statue  called  Venus 
in' Red  Cherry"  created  a  mild  sen- 
sation at  a  show  in  the  Art  insti 
tute  when  it  was  awarded  the  Logan 
nrize  His  work  is  owned  by  several 
leading  art  lovers  of  Chicago. 
Flower  in  Lincoln's  Lapel. 
"The  man  I  met  in  Springfield 
whJse'n'me  is  Isaac  Miller  sa.d 

Se^intr  iV^LSn-s 
coaC  explained  Mr.  Hallsthammar 
''Mr  Lincoln  would  come  past  his 
home  in  the  morning,  and  he  would 
climb  up  on  a  fence  post  and  stick 
5he  flower  in  the  tall  man's  coat- 
usually  on  the  right  side 

"He  told  me  that  Lincoln  would 
smile  at  him.  ask  him  how  ^e  was 
3  cat  him  on  the  head.  He  added 
U^at  LincoK  would  leave  the  flower 
n  his  lapel  the  rest  of  the  day  and 
never  bother  to  change  it  to  the 
?eft  side.    That  story  gave  me  an 
dea.  I  decided  to  portray,  in  wood 
a  life  size  study  of  Lmco  n  as  a 
fever  of  children  and  as  a  lover  of 
flowers." 

Turned  Down  at_Institute. 
Mr  Hallsthammar  tiiat  day  start- 
ed to  work  on  his  dream,  and  slow- 
fy  it  began  to  assume  reaWy.  When 
the  statue  was  completed,  Mr_^HaUs 
thammar  entered  it  in  the  Chicago 
show  at  the  Art  Institute,  but  the 
jury  turned  it  down. 

"They  said  it  was  too  idealized. 


that  it  was  too  far  from  reality," 
saS  Mr  Hallsthammar.  He  went 
on  to  say  that  he  purposely  sought 
an  "idealization"  of  his  subject. 

"Since  Lincoln  is  now  accepted 
as  one  of  the  greatest  Americans 
why  shouldn't  he  be  idealized  in 
^ctures  and  statues,"  concluded  the 
wood  carver. 


Frances  Willard  Stamps 
Go  on  Sale  Tomorrow 

Several  Evanston  civic  and  re- 
ligious   leaders,    including  Mayor 
Henry  D.  Penfield  and  representa- 
tive   of    the  woman's  Christian 
Temperance  Union,  will  participate 
in  a  brief  ceremony  at  the  Evans- 
ton  post  office  tomorrow  morning 
at  9:30  o'clock  marking  the  first 
day's  sale  of  the  Frances  E.  Wil- 
lard commemorative  stamp.  ine 
post  office  reported  that  76,54.7  cov- 
ers  have  been  ordered,  with  11^, 
240  for  the  new  5-cent  stamps  re 
quested  for  their  remaihng. 

In  addition  to  Mayor  Penfield 
other  speakers  at  the  ceremony  will 
be  Dr  Franklin  Bliss  Snyder,  pres- 
ident of  Northwestern  TJ^niversity; 
Dr.  Ernest  Fremont  Tittle  of  the 
Evanston    Methodist    Church  «nd 
Mrs.  Wilbur  Helm,  regent  of  the 
Evanston  Chapter  of  the  D.  A.  n. 
The  first  sheet  of  stamps  will  be 
nresented  by  Postmaster  George  M 
Sr  to  Mrs.  D.  Leigh  Colvm  of 
New  York  City,  vice-president  of 
the  National  W.  C.  T.  U- 


A  Statue  in  Walnut  That  Grew  from  Story 

Carl  Hallsthammar  is  shown  with  his  life-size  statue  of  Abraham  Lincoln  in  black 
walnut  that  is  on  exhibition  at  the  Swedish  Club  of  Chicago,  1258  North  La  Salle  street. 
The  work  resulted  from  a  story  told  by  an  old  man  who  said  that  as  a  boy  he  would  climb 
fence  post  and  stick  flowers  in  the  tall  man's  coat  lapel.  ib* » st*;; iiiiow«r»eiier.j 


Inspiration  for  Lincoln 
Statue  Furnished  Artist 
By  Isaac  Diller's  Story 


f  ^   

Three  years  ago  Isaac  R.  Diller, 
Tvho  knew  Abraham  Lincoln  as  a 
boy,  planted  an  idea  which  today  is 
visualized  in  a  life  size  statue  of 
Lincoln,  carved  in  black  walnut. 

Carl  Hallsthammer  a  Chicago 
Tvood  sculptor  of  Swedish  descent, 
came  to  Springfield  to  worship  at 
shrines  of  his  favorite  hero,  Lin- 
colln.  While  here  he  talked  with 
Diller,  got  an  idea  and  put  it  into 
use.  The  result  is  the  statue  in 
the  Swedish  Club  of  Chicago. 

"Mr.  Diller  said  that  as  a  boy  he 
often  stuck  a  flower  in  the  lapel  of 
Lincoln's  coat,"  Mr.  Hallsthammer 
said.  "Mr.  Lincoln  would  come 
past  his  home  in  the  morning,  and 
he  would  climb  up  on  a  fence  post 
and  stick  the  flower  in  the  tall 
man's  coat— usually  on  the  right 
Bide. 

"Mr.  Diller  told  me  Lincoln  would 
smile  at  him,  ask  him  how  he  was 
and  pat  him  on  the  head.  He  added 
that  Lincoln  would  leave  the  flower 
in  the  lapel  the  rest  of  the  day  and 
never  bothered  to  change  it  to  the 
left  side.  That  story  gave  me  an 
idea.  I  decided  to  portray,  in  wood, 
a  life  size  study  of  Lincoln  as  a 
lover  of  children  and  as  a  lover  of 
flowers." 

A  jury  at  the  Chicago  Art  insti- 
tute show  turned  the  statue  down 


as  "too  idealized,  too  far  from 
reality." 

"Since  Lincoln  is  now  accepted  as 
one  of  the  greatest  Americans,  why 
shouldn't  he  be  idealized  in  pic- 
tures and  statues?"  Mr.  Hallstham- 
mer asked. 


ABRAHAli  LINCOLN    {2nd  state)  by  James  House,  jr. 

129  Kent  Road 

White  oak:     1940  Springfield,  Dela.  Co. 

Signed  on  hat:      Janes  House,  jr.  1940  Penna. 
Inscribed  on  back  of  basis:    to  del^enyi 
Coll:  Artist 


PHOTOCOPY 


l_(£riginalj.n  safe)  | 


by  J  .ues  House,  jr. 


U  U  ,1      ,  J  I    ,  J 


Pennsylvania 


Owned  by  the  arlint 


DEPARTMENT  OF  FINE  ARTS  •  CARNEGIE  INSTITUTE 


Exhibition  of  American  Sculpture 

JANUARY  14  TO  FEBRUARY  28  /^y/ 
OPEN  -  DAILY  10  A.M.  TO  6  P.M.   -  SUNDAYS  2  TO  6  P.M. 


Fred  studs  widi  an  old  wnliiut  stump — one 
grul(l<«-d  out  from  neigliboriii;;  fields  and  allowed 
to  seasjon  fur  seven  to  eight  years.  He  blocks 
out  his  work  with  an  ax.   Fruni  there  on  he  u«es 


h  variety  of  chisels  and  a  machinists'  hammer. 
In  the  roub'h  here  is  the  statuette  of  "The  Fisher- 
man" which  will  soon  join  his  other  »orks  at 
Carboudule,  ill.,  Normal  School  museum. 


#   *   *  * 


*   *   *  * 


#   *   *  * 


West  Frankfort  Man  Transforms  Mine 

Tie  Into  Abraham  Lincoln 


Railway 


WEST  FRANKFORT,  111., 
He  knows  all  about 
nightmare — it  is  filled  with  old 
grubbed  ,out  of  fields  and  Fred 
from  far-off  southern  Illinois  ' 
road  projects. 

Some  of  the  gnarled  tree 
butts  have  been  seasoning  in 
the  Myers  back  lot  for  seven 
and  eight  years.  Others  arrived 
tliere  just  a  few  weeks  ago — 
their  bark  still  fresh,  their 
stubby  roots  still  showing  marks 
of  sharp  axes. 

What's  it  all  about?  Fire- 
wood? Not  on  your  life.  Fred 
Myers  is  a  stump  artist — a  wood 
carver — a  specialist  in  making 
wood  statuettes. 

Three  years  ago  Fied  Myers 
(now   31)    like   his   father  and 
youuger  brother,  Raymond,  was 
a  coal   miner   at  old  Southern 
,  Gem  Mine. 

He  had  started  te  work  at  the 
i  mine  when  he  was  17  or  maybe 
even  younger  bei^ause  Fred  has 
always  been  a  big  fellow,  large 
for  his  age.  • 

Fred  was  never  happy  in  the 
mine  running  a  motor  and  op- 
erating the  eagre  lift.  He  didn't 
want  to  quit  school  at  the  eighth 
grade  and  jump  Into  the  task  of 
earning  his  daily  bread. 


By  JAMES  MARGEDANT 

Sunday  Courier  and  Press  Staff  Writer 

April  19. — You  can't  stump  Fred  Errett  Myers, 
stumping.    The  back  yard  of  his  home  looks  like  a  farmer's 
tree  stumps.    Stumps  that  his  neighboring  farm  friends  have 
has  hauled  home — stumps  that  WPA  trucks  have  brought 


He  would  much  rather  have 
gone  through  school  .  .  .  learned 
about  this  business  of  sketching 
and  painting  and  carving  .  .  . 
things  which  occupied  all  his 
spaie  time. 

But  he  stuck  with  the  task  of 
wringing  a  living  from  black 
gold  until  three  years  ago.  Then 
he  gave  up. 

"I  couldn't  make  ends  meet,' 
he  admitted.  "The  mine  would 
operate  a  few  weeks  then  close 
down  tor  months,  still  owing  its 
men  back  pay." 

So  Fred  Myers  decided  to  try 
and  make  a  living  from  his  first 
love — wood  carving.  It  didn't 
seem  so  hard  to  a  young  fellow 
who  had  spent  years  wrestling 
with  a  seam  of  coal. 

Today  the  statuettes  that  Fred 
Myers  turns  out,  while  bringing 
him  but  little  money,  are  con- 
sidered museufti  pieces.  They  go 
directly  to  the  museum  at  South- 
ern Hlinois  Normal  University  at 


wood  artist.  „oQr<<  ago 

Tt  roughly  12  yeais  ^^s" 

nit  ^e^tel  Ui^J^--c^ 

statuette.  It  was  a  "al 
ure  Of  Abe  ^^.^.^.^ 
gangling  -  ^'^f -^^'f^inJoln  was 
uiy-hands  pose.  „v,air- 
"tanding  vs'ith  an  ornate  chair 
of-state  behind  him. 

The    statuette  ^^^f  ^.  °' 

--^^i^eiej^ii^.^::"^ 

-W^t^-  Of  timl^  cam. 
from  the  mine,"  he  said  Air^ 
Liucolu  ouce  saw  service  as  » 

J  .   fairly   simple     A  pocket 

>  '-xir<iJ:r.!'.re°;r  .H ... 

1  ball  a-rolling.  . 


'v  > 


It  established  more  or  less  tlie 
size  of  subsequent  work— 20  to 
30  inch  figures,  and  the  type  o£ 
material  used— walnut  wood 

During  the  years  following 
Myers  turned  out  numerous  oth- 
er statuettes  In  his  spare  hours 
when  he  wasn't  working  at  the 
mine.  His  collection  slowly  ex- 
panded to  include  carvings  of 
animals  and  birds,  all  of  them 
executed  in  faithful  and  unusual 
depth  of  detail. 

\  number  of  his  pieces  mlRht 
have  sold  for  good  prices  but 
with  the  exception  of  a  $25  prize, 
won  at  an  art  show  at  West 
Frankfort,  Myers  didn't  attempt 
to  capitalize  on  his  ability. 
Carving  was  still  a  hobby. 
In  fact  Fred  refused  to  enter 
any  more  of  his  work  in  exhibits 
after  an  experience  at  the  Illi- 
nois State  Fair  a  number  of 
years  ago. 

To  that  fair  he  had  sent  an- 
other statuette  of  Lincolu  .  .  . 
this  time  a  sitting  figure  which 
showed  far  more  knowledge  of 


his  work  than  the  original  fig- 
urine made  12  years  ago. 

"It  was  awarded  ^a  second 
place  ribbon  in  the  arts  divi- 
sion," Fred  remembered.  "I  got 
llie  ribbon  all  right,  but  the 
statuette  didn't  come  home. 

"Months  afid  months  after  the 
fair  was  over,  I  finally  managed 
to  get  Lincoln  'home.'  Where 
liad  he  been?  Why  it  seems  that 
(iov.  Horner  was  an  enthusiastic 
Lincolnian.  My  Lincoln  had  been 
sitting  on  his  desk  all  that  time." 

A  tew  of  Fred's  statues  did 
Ret  away  from  the  Myers  home 
Imt  they  were  those  given  to  his 
intimate     friends   .    .    .  friends 
who  liked  to  hang  around  and  . 
watch  him  work  and  brag  about 
the  coal  miner  wood  sculptor.  \ 
"But  mostly  thHy  stayed  home  | 
gathering   dust   and   helping   to  I 
hold  doors  open  and  shut,"  Fred 
says  laughingly. 

One  ot  those  wandering  statu- 
ettes, seen  by  a  Carbondale  Col- 
lege official  brought  Myers  his 
present  job  of  producing  pieces 
for  the  school's  museum  through 
a  WPA  appropriation. 

'J'he  college  immediately  of- 
fered the  young  wood  sculptor 
the  use  of  a  newly  equipped 
workshop  with  all  the  latest 
power  tools  and  other  gadgets. 

lUit  Myers  preferred  his  own 
tiny  workroom  .  .  .  shared  with 
his  father's  auto  and  the  family 
chickens,  out  at  the  mining  camp 
of  Ezra,  III.,  three  miles  west  of 
West  Frankfort. 

There  his  tools  are  still  the 
simplest,  though  he's  gone  a 
little  beyond  the  pocket  knife  and 
glii^s  sandpaper  stage. 

He  has  a  small  hand  axe  for 
blocking  out  his  work,  a  saw  for 
cutting  flat  bases,  an  assortment 
of  straight  edge  and  gouge 
chisels  and  a  small  steel  me- 
chanics hammer. 

That's  all.  . 
Some  of  his  arty  mUHled 
fiiends  hoot  at  the  sight  of  a 
wood  sculptor  banging  away 
with  a  steel  mechanics  iiammer 
instead  of  the  traditional  and 
approved  square  wood  mallet. 


Somehow  Myers  k  proudest  of  this  statuette-one  of  General 
U  S  Graiit-thoHjyh  he  ean  see  niueh  Mtuns  with  it— sueti  as  pro- 
portions  of  the  horse  an...!  rider.  Nevertheless  it  represents  a  lot  of 
worii  for  it  was  carved  from  a  single  chnnli  of  wood. 


"But  I  don't  mind,"  says  Fred. 
"The  only  thing  that  riles  me  is 
when  the   boys  use  my  chisels 
l„r  cleaning  carbon  in  their  auto 
engines." 
'in  the  last  two  years  Myers 
produced  20  pieces  for  the 
Carbondale  Museum. 
I      His  fiist  was  a  series  of  pie- 
historic  animals  and  Fred  swears 
that   some -of   them  must  have 
been  dreamed  up  by  the  profes- 
sors   after    imbibing    too  much 
"creek-water."    Now  he's  work- 
ing on  a  series  to  represent  Illi- 
nois industry  .   .   .  the  fisher- 
man, the  coal  miner,  the  farmer, 
the  oil  worker. 

But  his  prize  possession  is  a 
statuette  of  General  Ulysses  S. 
Crant  astride  his  horse.  Some 
t  30  Inches  high  it  is,  carved  from 
1  a  single  block  of  walnut. 
I     Grant's  portrait  on  a  postage 
^  stamp  was  his  only  model. 
I     Myers  usually  starts  his  work 
i  with  a  sketch.    From  the  sketch 
he   makes   a  small   clay  model 
then  works  his  walnut  wood 
from  that.  ' 
'  Actually,   though  Tred  Myers 
doesn't  admit  it,  wood  is  about 
tlie  toughest  medium  a  sculptor 
could  select.  .  « 

Ir  is  hard  to  handle,  Checks 
quickly  when  the  sculptor  strikes 
an  off-side  blow,  and  there  s  no 
guaranty  that  when  the  sculptor 
gets  to  the  middle  of  the  stump 
he  won't  find  a  decay  hollow. 
•Tve  found  I  can  control 
'  checking  (splitting  with  the 
grain)  with- regular  doses  of  lin- 
seed oil."  Mvers  said. 


"I  start  pouring  hot  linseea 
oil  on  the  wood  just  as  soon  as 
I've  finished  blocking  out  my 
work. 

"But  there  isn't  any  way  in 
the  world  I  can  tell  If  a  Stump 
is  thoroughly  sound. 

"Once  with  a  statuette  nearly 
complete,  I  cut  into  a  hollow  as 
big  as  my  hand.  I  made  a  plaster 
cast  of  the  hole,  duplicated  the 
cast  in  wood— and  glued  the 
piece  in." 

Fred  has  experimented  with 
all  sorts  of  fiuishes  on  his  statu- 
ettes. But  he  finds  the  rubbed 
linseed  oil  without  any  stain 
works  best,  brings  the  best  high- 
lights. 

Rather  than  make  his  wovlt 
easier,  Myers  is  always  looking 
around  trying  to  make  it  harder. 
For  example  he  tackled  the  task 
of  making  a  relief  map  out  of 
wood. 

The  problems  it  Involved  al- 
most had  him  licked,  but  he's 
convinced  it  can  be  done  and 
won't  be  satisfied  until  he  has 
succeeded. 

The  funny  thing  about  Fred 
Myers'  work  is  that  while  his 
best  statuettes  don't  draw  any 
cash  offers  (at  least  offers  that 
Fred  feehs  might  be  adequate  for 
many  weeks  of  heart  breaking 
work)  he  has  no  trouble  at  all 
selling  any  of  the  little  gadgets 
that  he  might  turn  out. 

For  example  he's  made  a  nuni!- 
ber  of  carved  cherry  wood  pipes. 
Students  at  ('arbondale  would 
buy  all  he  can  produce  and 
there's  an  Illinois  merchant 
ready  and  willing  to  take  them 
off  his  hands. 


Nor  does  Fred  have  any  trou- 
ble marketing  fancy  gun  stocks 
of  which  he  has  turned  out  quU* 
a  few. 

Once  he  even  made  the  statu- 
ette of  a  pointer  for  some  en- 
thusiastic bird  hunter  and  a  re- 
lief placque  of  two  little  West 
Frankfort  girls  who  met  death 
in  a  lake  accident. 

Fred  Myers  would  still  like  to 
paint.    It's  more  than  a  "niiO^L  , 
problem  but  he  hopes  to  eVeA>,. 
tually  chisel  his  way  into  that 
art  too.  _ 


Globe  pbotos 


Whittler's  Art:  Fred  Myers,  coal  miner,  has  a  WPA  job  carving 
statuettes  for  display  in  the  museum  of  the  Southern  Illinois  Normal 
University  at  Carbondale.  In  liis  spare  time  Myers  fasJiions  pieces  for 
friends  in  Jiis  barn  worksJiop.  He's  shown  working  on  'Farmer  and  Dog.' 
The  figures  of  Lincoln  and  Jefferson  are  two  items  in  the  coal  miner-artist's 
own  collection.  Myers  never  asks  payment  for  his  work. 


a. 


March  10,  19kk 


tfr.  Karl  E.  Morgaxi 
Tb«  Cottage 
31^  Taagple  A^onue 
Long  Beach,  k,  Calif. 

My  dear  Mr.  Morgan: 

Your  letter  vlth  respect  to  the  Lincoln  head  la  recelTed 
hut  InMmuoh  as  the  description  le  ao  Inadequate  to  give  ua  a  picture 
of  It,  I  do  not  think  w  wuld  car©  to  acqu-^re  It  tsnleaa  you  care 
to  Bend  It  on  ap^roral.    It  does  not  aay  rih«ther  tha  head  la  ooe  Inch 
or  one  foot  or  whether  It  Is  merely  a  placque  or  a  cooplete  head.  In 
other  vorda  ve  hare  no  Idea  i*hat  the  piece  Is  Illco.    If  you  care  to 
send  -t  on  approve!  and  im  feel  It  la  vorth  the  aaount  you  have  placed 
wi  Ityipa  will  send  you  a  cheolc  fot'  $5.75  otherwlae  v©  vlll  return 
theiieea. 

Tery  tnifcr  youre, 


D5  rector 


1 


/ 


/  ^ 


Mureh  21,  ISkk 


Mr.  fiurl  B.  Morgan 
The  Cottag* 

Lcne  Beach,  k,  Calif, 

hty  dear  MorgEiiu 

I  de«»pl;^  re^pret  the  aficeaalty  of  returning 
bh*  little  carvad  head  of  Idncoln  vrhlch  you  forwarded  for 
owr  apjroral  but  I  do  aoa  tMuIc  v«  vcuM  care  toaeq,itire 
it. 

I  apiarecXatr  rery  mudi  yew  offering  vb  a  eopy 
of  FarriiJgtoa*«  Epic  P'jeta  "Abrftiian  Lluu  Xa"^  llztited  edition, 
bttt  l-nii3i!iach      ve  already  Innre  on*  of  -^ikm  ye  would  not 
oare  to  Tio^lre  another  "but,  n&vertheleaa,  appreoiota  year 

effort. 

Tery  tioily  yours. 


L.A«ViMrr«a 


I>lreetcr 


10  July  1947 


Lincoln  Memorial  Life  Foundation 
Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 
Gentlemen: 

I  have  been  referred  to  you  by  llr.  J.  E.  Graf  of 
the  Smithsonian  Institute,  Washington,  D,  0.,  regarding  a 
unique  doll  carved  of  wood  in  the  form  of  Abraham  Lincoln, 

A  personal  friend  of  AbraJiam  Lincoln  was  so  enthusiastic 
over  his  election  that  he  ordered  two  dolls  carved  and  joint- 
ed for  his  two  small  daughters. 

One  was  used  and  without  clothes  which  I  acquired  some 
years  ago.    The  other  which  is  in  perfect  condition,  I  have 
acquired  tlirough  the  death  of  the  owner.    It  is  fully  clothed 
even  to  shoes  and  has  a  beard  and  wig  of  natural  hair.  The 
likeness  to  Lincoln  is  perfect  and  the  doll  is  absolutely 
authentic  and  came  to  me  from  the  sole  survivor  of  the  family. 

I  shall  be  very  glad  to  inform  you  further  if  you  are 
interested. 

Thanking  you  in  advance  for  the  courtesy  of  a  reply. 


Very  truly  yours. 


MTP:Mp 


Marjorie  T.  Plunkett 
Lyndon  La;'ms 
Fayetteville,  New  York 


July  22,  19^^7 


Marjorle  T.  Plun]»tt 
i^yndoQ  Lqvob 
Fayettovilla,  I3»v  York 

Dear  Madam: 

He  baT»  neT»r  paid  wxgr  nuch  attention  to  curios 
bero  at  the  l^tsaum,  and  certala2jr  vouM  not  "be  interested  In 
t]3e  aoquiaition  of  iilM  Lincoln  doll  vithout  f  iret  having  jou 
plaoe  a  prioe  upon  it  and  also  sending  a  pioture  of  ti»  doll 
itaelf  ,for  approval. 

Teigr  truly  yours. 


jOljwctor 


Wood  carving  by  Herbert  MoHno  S,  A.  I.  alumnus 

LINCOLN  DAY 

S  P  A  M  I  :  H  AMERICAN  INSTITUTE 
M  O  N  D  A  y,     FEBRUARY     12,  1951 


25501  Maredon  Ave. 
Euclid  25,  Ohio 
June  19,  1952. 


"he  early  reference  to  the  Lincoln  Statue  in  Alaska  that 
I  mentioned  is: 

The  Oldest  and  Rarest  Lincoln  Statue:  It  Stands  In 
Alaska,  and  Should  Be  Preserved.    By  James  A.  Wickersh 
2  illus.      Sunset  Magazine.  52:55.  Feb.  1924. 


(Mrs.  Clarence 


DONALD  N.  JOHNSTON 

613  CHESTNUT  STREET,    TELEPHONE  1522 
BURLINGTON.  WISCONSIN 


July  28,  1955 


Dr.  Warren 

Lincoln  National  Life  Ins,  Co, 
Fort  ¥ayne,  Ind, 

Dear  Sir: 

Mr,  T.  S.  Mc  Queen,  of  Racine,  was  in  my  shop  this  morning  and 
upon  viewing  a  unique  Lincoln  portrait  on  display  -  suggested 
I  write  you  about  it. 

It  is  a  profile  portrait  of  A.  Lincoln  done  in  wood  mosaic  and 
framed  in  a  mosaic  molding  of  overall  measurments  28' X39  •  The 
wo^^k  is  beautifully  done  and  is  in  fine  condition.     It  is -sign- 
by  Jules  do  Beiasto.    A  printed  form  on  the  back  indicates  it 
was  displayed  at  a  Shicago  art  salon  in  1939  -  which  indicates 
that  it' is  not  an  antique. 

In  my  opinion,  as  well  as  that  of  l^r.  Mc  Queen,  it  is  a  work  of 
art  well  worthy  of  a  Lincoln  collection.  The  piece  is  modestly 
priced  at  fifty  dollars, 

I  also  have  an  unusual  mB^-nle  pocking  chair  done  in  the  classic 
Hitchcock  style,  Ca.   184o;     It  has  a  slip  seat  of  cherry  wood 
that  is  Signed  by  the  maker,  Stewart  &  Co.,  South  Bend.  iJ^® 
chair  has  been  restored  but  the  original  patinS  is  in  tact,  I^ 
is  priced  at  thirty  five  dollars.  This  piece  should  be  of  Special 
interest  to  Indiana  collectors,    v/hich  has  led  me  to  include  it 
in  this  letter. 

Should  you  wish  to  view  either  of  the  above  -  my  shop  is  open 
week  days  from  10:00  A.M.  to  5:00  P.M.  and  on  Sunday  by  appoint- 
ment. 


Very  truly  yours. 


August  3,  1955 


Mr*  DGoald  N»  Johnston 
613  Chsstnat  Straet 
Burlington^  Wisconsin 

dear  Hr«  Jdbnstcsit 

Thanks  for  calling  to  our  attention  the  vfood  moeaio  of  Lincoln 
which  ve  think  might  be  very  interesting  although  we  wxxld  not 
care  to  acquire  it  as  «e  haTs  little  or  no  room  to  dispLay  such 
itoQS*   Thank  yoa^  nsfertlidless^  for  calling  it  to  our  attention* 

Veiy  truly  yoursp 


If  km  Uarrsn 


Director 


Dr.  Louis  A.  'barren.  Director 
Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 
Fort  "^ayne 

Indiana 


August  3*  1955 


llT»  Donald  N»  Johnston 
613  Chostnat  Stroot 
Burlingtorip  Wjicaoain 


dear  Hr«  Jotsustons 

Thanks  for  calling  to  our  attention  the  wood  nooaio  of  Lincoln 
which      think  ndght  be  very  interesting  althoa^ 
caxo  to  acquire  it  as  «  have  Uttle  or  no  room  to  display  such 
items.   Tl^yoa,  newrthslBOs,  for  calling  it  to  our  attention. 

Very  truly  yours. 


L.  A.  Warren 


Director 


0/-  «.  . 


vv 


DONALD  N.  JOHNSTON 


613  CHESTNUT  STREET.    TELEPHONE  1522 


BURLINGTON,  WISCONSIN 


July  28,  1955 


Dr.  Warren 

Lincoln  National  Life  Ins.  Co. 
Fort  Wayne,  Ind. 

Dear  Sir: 

Mr.  T.  S.  Mc  Queen,  of  Racine,  was  in  my  shop  this  morning  and 
upon  viewing  a  utiique  Lincoln  portrait  on  display  -  suggested 
I  write  you  about  it. 

It  is  a  profile  portrait  of  A.  Lincoln  done  in  wood  mosaic  and 
framed  in  a  mosaic  molding  of  overall  measurments  28"X39"«  The 
work  is  beautifully  done  and  is  in  fine  condition.     It  is  sign- 
by  Jules  de  Beiasto*    A  printed  form  on  the  back  indicates  it 
was  displayed  at  a  0hicago  art  salon  in  1939  -  which  indicates 
that  it^ is  not  an  antique. 

In  my  oiDinion,  as  well  as  that  of  Mr.  Mc  Queen,  it  is  a  work  of 
art  well  worthy  of  a  Lincoln  collection.  The  piece  is  modestly 
priced  at  fifty  dollars. 

I  also  have  an  unusual  ma-oie  pocking  chair  done  in  the  classic 
Hitchcock  style,  Ca.   1840^.     It  has  a  slip  seat  of  cherry  wood 
that  is  signed  by  the  maker,  Stewart  &  Co.,  South  Bend.  The 
chair  has  been  restored  but  the  original  patinS  is  in  tact.  It 
is  priced  at  thirty  five  dollars.  This  piece  should  be  of  special 
interest  to  Indiana  collectors,    v/hich  has  led  me  to  include  it 
in  this  letter. 

Should  you  wish  to  view  either  of  the  above  -  my  shop  is  open 
week  days  from  10:00  A.M.  to  5:00  P.M.  and  on  Sunday  by  appoint- 


ment. 


Very  truly  yours. 


C       Chicago  Tribune,  Sunday.  February  9,  1992       Section  15      5  Home 


lographic  art  at  Cort- 
3allery. 


I  tradition:  The  18th 
r  Antique  Show  &  Sale  in 
/is.,  offers  the  wares  of 
Wisconsin  dealers  of  fur- 
an  cut  and  pressed  glass, 
,  fine  china,  stoneware, 
lamps  and  vintage  prints. 
5.50;  under  age  15,  free, 
to  5  p.m.  The  Waukesha 
Building,  Northview  Road, 
of  interstate  Highway  94 
nsin  Highway  J,  exit  No. 
mile  to  Northview).  Call 


Nonderiand:  A  Valen- 
ing  local  decorative  artists 

is  scheduled  today  at  the 
Highlighted  will  be  hearts, 
s  and  valentine  jewelry, 

on  display  through  Feb. 

will  be  from  noon  to  5 
op,  2120  Central  St.,  Ev- 
u-  gallery  hours:  10  a.m.- 
jnday  through  Saturday. 
850. 

:ountry:  First  Annual 
)ok  Shopping  Center  Art, 
•airein  Ft.  Wayne,  Ind.,  is 

featuring  more  than  50 
of  them  from  Southern 

strictly  country  folk  art. 
3  5  p.m.  Admission:  free. 
;r  Rd.,  Ft.  Wayne,  Ind. 
:  Highway  80/94  to  1-65, 
way  30,  then  east  1 10 
-797-8450. 


fishy:  Opening  today, 
larium's  exhibit  "Beneath 
\rt  of  the  Fish  Decoy," 
ction  of  225  handcraft^ 
1  used  by  generations  of 
nd  now  valued  collectors' 
ited  is  the  work  of  two 
:rs,  Oscar  "Pelee"  Peter- 

Janner  Sr.Through  April 


A  selective  guide  to  events  around  town 


Calendar 


6.  Admission:  $7  adults,  $5  children. 
Hours:  9  a.m.  to  6  p.m.  daily.  1200  S. 
Lake  Shore  Drive.  Call  312-939-2438. 

Prang's  prints:  A  new  exhibit, 
"Louis  Prang  Chromolithographs:  Birds 
and  Mammals,"  at  the  Chicago  Acade- 
my of  Sciences,  features  illustrations 
from  the  three-volume  "Our  Living 
World,"  published  in  1885.  Because  of 
their  quality,  the  works — colored  pic- 
tures printed  by  the  lithographic  process 
from  a  series  of  stone  plates — hold  a 
unique  place  in  American  art  and  print- 
ing. Hours:  10  a.m.  to  5  p.m.  daily.  Ad- 
mission: $1  adults,  50  cents  for  children 
and  seniors,  free  Mondays.  2001  N. 
Qark  St.  Call  312-871-2668. 


Tuesday 


A  sharper  image:  "A  Low-Tech, 
Bare-Bones  Approach  to  Qose-Up  Pho- 
tography," a  demonstration/lecture  by  a 
professional  photographer,  will  be  offered 
today  at  Originals  gallery  of  jewelry  in 
Evanston.  This  technique  can  be  used  by 
collectors  of  tiny  objects,  including  beads 
and  jewelry,  for  cataloging  collections 
and  remembering  design  ideas,  and  for 
insurance  purposes.  Collectors  are  invi- 
ted to  bring  examples  of  their  design 
work  or  unusual  beads  for  photogra- 
phing. Time:  7:30  p.m.  Admission:  free. 
1020  Davis  St.  CaU  708-328-4040. 


Wednesday 


It's  AEeThonest:  Artist  George 
Colin's  whimsical  "Abe  Lincoln  Chair" 
will  be  displayed  all  week  at  Art  Mecca, 
a  folk  art  and  craft  gallery.  Other  items 
include  cutout  wall  pieces  by  folk  artist 
Howard  Finster,  and  totems  and  paint- 
ings by  Tom  Duimstra.  Regular  gallery 
I  hours:  noon  to  6  p.m.  Tuesday  through 
Saturday;  1  to  5  p.m.  Sunday.  3352  N. 
Halsted  St,  Telephone  312-935-3255. 


Auction  alert:  HouseHoUioods 
auction  at  Leslie  Hindman  Auctioneers 
includes  non-antique  furniture,  paintings, 
crystal,  glass  and  box  lots  of  assorted 
items.  Auction  begins  at  6  p.m.  tonight, 
continues  tomorrow  at  I  p.m.  215  W. 
Ohio  St.  Telephone  312-670-0010. 


Thursday 


A  home-fix  miss;  Hundreds  of 
exhibitors,  designer  rooms,  garden  dis- 


By  Mary  Daniels 


Wednesday: 
Sit  on  Abe  in 
honor  of  his 
birthday  at 
Art  Mecca. 


1 


plays  and  cooking  demonstrations  will 
help  home  gardeners,  budding  chefs  and 
fix-it  mavens  nail  down  tips  at  the  Chi- 
cagoland  Home  &  Garden  Show  today 
through  Sunday  at  the  Rosemon- 
t/O'Hare  Expo  Center,  Hours:  1 1  a.m. 
to  10  p.m.  Thursday  through  Saturday; 
1 1  a.m.  to  6  p.m.  Sunday.  Admission: 
$6  for  adults,  $2  for  children  6-12,  under 
6  free.  5555  River  Rd.,  south  of  the 
Kennedy  Expressway  (Interstate 
Highway  90)  in  Rosemont.  Call  708- 
318-6666. 


Friday 


Contain  yourself:  Opening  recep- 


tion 5  to  10  p.m.  at  Cortland-Leyten 
Gallery  for  the  exhibit  "Pots  . . .  Pots," 
featuring  a  lai^e  selection  of  pots,  vessels 
and  other  containers  from  the  Americas 
and  Southeast  Asia.  Concurrently 
showing  is  an  exhibit  of  newly-arrived 
ethnographic  and  folk  art.  Through 
March  29;  213  N.  Morgan  St.,  43.  Tele- 
phone 312-733-2781. 

Oldies  but  goodies:  The  6th 

Northwest  Suburban  Antique  Show  and 
Sale  starts  today  and  continues  through 
Sunday  at  Harper  College  in  Palatine. 
Featured  are  100  dealers  displaying  fiir 
niture,  glassware,  silver, 
porcelain,  vintage 
clothing,  estate  jewelry 
and  collectibles,  plus  sil- 
ver matching  and  crystal 
repair  services.  Admis- 
sion: $4.  Hours:  4  to  9 
p.m.  Friday;  noon  to  9 
p.m.  Saturday;  noon  to  5 
p.m.  Sunday.  1200  W. 
Algonquin  Rd.,  Palatine. 
Telephone  708-584-4374. 

Elvis  sightings: 

\,  Opening  reception  at  5 
p.m.  for  the  2nd  Annual 
All-Elvis  Art  Show  at  the 
World  Tattoo  Gallery. 
"A  Tribute  to  the  King" 
is  an  invitational  show 
featuring  works  in  various 
media  by  more  than  30 
artists  who  have  been 
touched  by  Elvis  Presley. 
A  dance  begins  at  8  p.m., 
followed  by  other 
festivities.  Admission:  $5.  Exhibit 
through  March  14.  Gallery  hour^:  noon 
to  5  p.m.  Monday  through  Saturday. 
1255  S.  Wabash  Ave.  Call  312-939- 
2222. 

Passage  to  India:  "Living  Arts, 
Unknown  Masters"  opens  today  at  the 
May  Weber  Museum  of  Cultural  Arts. 
The  show  is  a  display  of  the  usefiil  ar- 
tifacts of  India  that  date  back  3,000 
years.  Hours:  noon  to  5  p.m.  Wednes- 
day through  Saturday.  Admission:  $1; 
299  E.  Ontario  St.  Telephone  312-787- 
4477. 

Potpourri  at  Portals:  Opening 
reception  3  to  8  p.m.  today  at  Portals 
Ltd.  gallery  for  opening  of  "Potpourri  of 
English  Artists"  show  of  naive  artists,  in- 


Monday:  The 
decoy  as  art 
at  Shedd 
Aquarium. 


eluding  Fleur  Cowles,  famous  for  her 
paintings  of  wild  animals  and  (lowers 
and  Lizzie  Richeswho  paints  pictures  of 
parrots  and  monkeys.  Through  March 
10.  Regular  gallery  hours:  9:30  a.m.  to 
4:45  p.m.  Monday  through  Friday,  1 1 
a.m.  to  4  p.m.  Saturday;  230  W.  Huron 
St.  Phone  312-642-1066. 


Saturday 


Fair  game:  The  2tst  Annual  Crete 
Art  Fair  takes  place  today  at  Balmoral 
Park  Race  Track.  It  is  an  indoor  exhibit 
of  more  than  250  booths  of  juried  6ne 
arts  and  crafts.  Admission:  $3,  children 
under  1 2  free.  West  of  the  Calumet  Ex- 
pressway (Interstate  Highway  394)  in 
Crete.  Telephone  708-672-4550. 

Pointed  wit:  Elmhurst  Historical 
Museum  stages  its  third  winter  workshop 
from  1  to  4  p.m.  today  with  Jennifer 
Elliott  of  TryllehusetTextile  Workshop  in 
Ariington  Heights,  whose  lecture  "A 
Stitch  in  Time"  focuses  on  vintage 
needlework.  Fee:  $10,  which  includes 
tea.  Bring  heirlooms  for  identification 
and  discussion.  Reservations  required. 
For  information,  call  708-833-1457. 

Paper  chase:  Dunning's  Auction 
Service  of  Elgin  offers  its  first  paper  and 
collectibles  auction  today.  Books,  calen- 
dars and  photos  are  some  of  the  items 
on  the  block.  The  highlight  will  be  an 
Orville  Wright  autograph.  Time:  1 1  a.m. 
Doors  open  at  9  a-m.  755  Church  Rd, 
Elgin.  Phone  708-741-3483. 


Friday:  Elvis  art  at  World  Tattoo  . 

It  you  have  a  decorative  arts  happening,  acnd  a 
typ«written  press  release  to  the  Home  MCtkm 
thr«e  weeks  t^efore  the  event  No  tatepfwne  cala, 
please.  Send  to  Calendar,  Home  Section,  the  CM- 
cago  Tribune,  435  N.  Michigan  Ave.,  Chicago,  n. 
60611-4041. 


RESHINailNO  OP  THE  UNCOLN 
HOME.  Eighth  and  Jackson  streets, 
in  October,  1877,  gave  Eugene  Hem- 
mlck  505  South  We»t  Grand  ave- 
mie  on  Idea  which  netted  him 
enough  money  to  start  Into  buBl- 
neBS^'  He"*  bought  the  old  «hmgle. 
carved  facs  mlleii  of  the  ,°' 
Lincoln  and  .old  them  as  «ouvenl  »^ 
This  Is  a  photograph  of  a  Lincoln 
wo^  carving  made  froni  one  of  the 
h-KlngleH.  TWO.  VO". 
wronh  the  one  at  the  lelt  is  me 
Sow  of  tho  carved  KhlnRle. 
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physical  director  «"*;/  jgs  VifeUke  images 

a  model  ot  a  '^^fV';  ^th  green  Wat  -  - 

the  table  are  an  Iruhman  -^^  .. 

_   and  clay  pipe.  ^"IS;,^""  p^^ 


ENGRtWING  MeBORGLUM-LINCOLN 


By  HOWARD  McCORMICK 


SEVERAL  years  ago  I  was  in  Guczon  Burglum's  studio 
talking  over  arc  inatiers  when  I  happened  to  mention 
the  fact  that  I  did  some  engraving.    "Is  that  so," 
said  Horglum.  "  What  sort  of  engravings'"  In  resjxinse 
to  his  query  I  replied  that  for  a  number  ot  years  1  iiad  done  various 
kinds,  on  wood.  He  expressed  a  desire  to  see  my  work,  and  suggested 
that  i  bring  in  some  proofs,  and  the  outcome  was  that  he  invited 
me  to  engrave  some  of  his  things. 

He  asked  jne  if  there  was  anything  in  particular  that  he  had  done 
that  interested  me.  1  told  him  that  there  were  several  things  right 
there  in  his  studio  that  1  would  like  very  much  to  reproduce  in  wood 
engraving.  He  asked  whether  1  would  like  to  do  the  Lincoln. 

He  meant,  of  course,  the  su|->erb  head  in  stone  that  occupies  a 
place  in  the  rotunda  of  the  Capitol  at  Washington. 

He  inquired  whether  I  sp>ecially  liked  Lincoln— whether  the 
subject  of  Lincoln  was  one  that  appealed  to  me.  I  said,  "  \  er 
much  indeed."  ,  .  .  ,        ,  i 

U  ;  J.  I  ;  .f. •  -  r., '>Jtt...-.^  rl'»^  lii-fT^'-»*»in 


Cutzon 
Borglum's 
LINCOLN 
Engraved  b-_ 

Howard 
McConnick 


has  had  some  success.  It  only  rests  with  you  whether  yoi 
too  shall  make  a  reputation  out  of  that  head." 

He  showed  me  various  features  in  the  great  head  o 
Lincoln  which  he  said  had  been  designed  only  after  stud 
of  many  photographs  and  conceived  as  a  composite  result. 

"For  example,  he  said,  placing  his  hand  over  one  of  the  eyes  o 
the  cast  of  the  head  in  his  studio,  "the  other  brov\-  that  you  see  i 
drawn  down  and  is  what  I  would  call  Lincoln's  hghtingeye  "Thi 
one,"  and  he  uncovered  it  with  his  hand,  "  is  Lincoln's  kindly  eye. 
The  evebrow  ,  in  the  latter  c.ise,  was  raised. 
After  some  more  discussion  of  the  matter  Mr.  Borglum  gave  me 
hue  photograph  of  the  Lincoln  head,  together  with  rights  of  repro 
duction  to  that  particular  view  I  worked  over  the  wood  block  fo 
hve  or  si.x  weeks  and  produced  an  engraving  that  has  been  publisho 
in  proof  form  for  a  number  of  years  and  has  receiv  ed  cordial  receptio 
by  the  public.  .  , 

The  picture  on  this  page  is  a  photographic  reproduction  ot  m 


BL  AKESLEIj 


Fied  Myers*  first  atlciniit  at  ivood  ciir>lnff 
shindu  ill  the  cenite  of  this  group.  U  is  Abe 
Lincoln.  He  made  it  some  12  years  ago  with  a 
{locketknife  and  a  piece  of  glass  for  a  scraper. 


To  llie  left  is  anoHier  Lincoln  sfatnette  made  eight 
years  af;o.    To  the  right  is  Thomas  Jefferson, 
cnrxd  three  years  ago.    Self  taught,  the  progres- 
sion of  Myers'  ability  in  difficult  wood  car\ing  can  ■ 
be  plainly  seen. 


Left — Abraham  Lincoln  portrayed 
in  wood.  The  original  of  this  sculp- 
ture in  low  relief,  done  by  Carl 
Hallstharamar,  has  been  reproduced 
by  Everett  Worthington,  inventor  of 
a  process  by  which  wood  carvings 
may  be  duplicated  in  the  form  of 
highly  durable  plaques. 

(Photo  by  Eugene  Hutchlnsoni 


■  20 


Wood-carving  was  one  of  the  most  ancient,  as 
it  is  now  one  of  the  best-known,  of  the  minor  arts  of 
Switzerland.     The  great  seat  of  the  modern  industry 
is  the  Bernese  Oberland,  where  the  peasants,  during 
the  long  evenings  of  wmter  for  centuries  devoted  them- 
selves to  producing  artistic  articles  in  wood.     It  was 
regularly  organized  by  Christian  Fischer  in  Brienz, 
(1825)  and  is  now  mainly  in  the  hands  of  a  company, 
founded  in  1881,  which  associates  both  capitalists  and 
workmen  in  the  profits. 
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A  LITTLE-KNOWN  LINCOLN 


Rail-splitter  in  wood 


This  heroic  head  o 
Lincoln  was  carved  in 
an  Indiana  barn  .  .  . 

Photos  by  Tommy  Wadelton 


Indianapolis 

THE  remarkable  head  of  Abraham  Lincoln, 
sho**i  here  in  full  color  for  the  first  time, 
rests  quietly  in  an  old  bam  three  miles  out  of 
Frankfort,  Ind. 

It  is  the  work  of  the  late  Jon  Magnus 
Jonson,  who  carved  it  out  of  a  single  huge 
block  of  African  walnut  in  his  farm  studio. 

Leiah  Maish  Jonson,  Jonson's  widow  and 
a  sculptress  in  her  own  right,  owns  the  42- 
inch-high  head,  which  is  patterned  closely  on 
a  Ufe  mask  of  the  great  President.  One  major 
critic  has  hailed  it  as  perhaps  the  most  accu- 
rate Lincoln  likeness  in  existence,  but  even  so 
it  is  one  of  the  least  known  of  the  Lincoln 
masterpieces. 

Before  the  sculptor's  death  in  1947  he  had 
created  works  for  the  campuses  of  Purdue, 
Northwestern  and  Chicago  Universities.  In 
1931  and  1935  he  won  prizes  in  the  Hoosier 
Salon,  then  staged  in  Chicago,  and  in  1936 
another  major  prize  was  awarded  him  by  the 
John  Herron  Art  Institute  in  Indianapolis. 

The  Jonsons  met  as  students  in  the  studios 
of  the  renowned  Lorado  Taft.  After  their 
marriage  they  worked  together  on  many 
major  pieces,  including  the  Lincoln  head  and 
"Adam  And  Eve,"  a"Ted-marble  statue  re- 
garded as  their  greatest  achievement.  In  his 
later  days  the  sculptor  was  too  nervous  and 
impatient  to  put  the- finishing  touches  on  his 
marble  works,  and  Mrs.  Jonson  accordingly  is 
responsible  for  the  present  splendor  of  much 
of  his  sculpture.         -  S.  B.  HORSTMAN 


CUT  OUT  of  a  single  huge  block  of  African  walnut,  the  42-inch-high  head  may  be  the  most  accurate  Lincoln  likeness 


MRS.  JONSON  —  with  husband's  work 
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